
October 23, 2026
“AMGA Immunizations Brief”—brought to you by the Rise to Immunize® (RIZE) campaign—delivers
vaccine news and updates relevant to healthcare leaders. This brief provides concise, actionable
information to help you stay informed and guide patient care in an evolving immunization landscape.

Check out our AMGA Immunizations Hub for critical immunization resources.

For a more in-depth weekly report, sign up for the Vaccine Intelligence Report from RIZE campaign
partner Vaccinate Your Family.

 

At a Glance
A new analysis found that the CDC’s revised COVID-19 vaccine guidance places greater
emphasis on potential risks and off-label use while removing some language highlighting the
benefits of vaccination.
The CDC has recognized a third measles death as U.S. cases exceed 4,600 this year, while flu
and RSV activity is increasing across much of the country and COVID-19 activity remains at a
moderate level.
A new study finds evidence for a rare complication of measles that can develop years after a full
recovery. 

 

Detailed Brief
A new analysis found that the CDC’s revised COVID-19 vaccine guidance
places greater emphasis on potential risks and off-label use while
removing some language highlighting the benefits of vaccination.

A new analysis published by the University of Minnesota’s Center for Infectious Disease
Research and Policy (CIDRAP) in partnership with Unbiased Science highlights significant
changes to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC’s) COVID-19 vaccination
guidance.

The updated guidance, released Sept. 23, shifts its emphasis from benefits to risks,
despite evidence that indicates no new vaccine safety concerns and reaffirms the
effectiveness of updated COVID-19 vaccines in preventing severe illness.

CIDRAP identified the following key changes:
The CDC removed evidence supporting COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy,
instead including vaccine package insert language that emphasizes potential risks and
uncertainties.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) continues to
recommend vaccination before, during, and after pregnancy.
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https://www.amga.org/rise-to-immunize/resources/immunizations-hub
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5wk9CqxAmrI810AmUZf6uEDpJX?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5XPyCrkgnvh8rVKLUzh8u46J-L?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/state-us-vaccine-policy/vaccine-injury-initiative-contested-hepatitis-b-trial-and-edited-cdc-covid#:~:text=What%E2%80%99s%20in%20a%20Name%3F%20CDC%E2%80%99s%20September%202026%20COVID%2D19%20Vaccine%20Guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/vaccine-considerations/index.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853778
https://www.acog.org/news/2026/03/acog-reaffirms-strong-recommendation-covid-19-vaccination-pregnancy


The CDC removed universal recommendations for children six months and older,
instead describing vaccination as potentially “least favorable for individuals who are not
at increased risk.”

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) continues to recommend vaccination
for young children and those at increased risk.

The CDC added a list of serious adverse events, including some conditions for which
evidence of a causal association remains limited or inconsistent, while removing
statements that the benefits of vaccination outweigh the rare risk of myocarditis and
pericarditis.

Notably, the revised guidance continues to recommend COVID-19 vaccination for all adults
ages 18 and older, but it describes some recommended COVID-19 vaccine uses as “off-label”
because they extend beyond what the Food and Drug Administration has approved.

This includes vaccination of healthy adults under 65 and a second dose for adults 65
and older.
Importantly, off-label use is legal and common in medicine and does not indicate that a
vaccine is unsafe or unapproved.

The CDC has recognized a third measles death as U.S. cases exceed
4,600 this year, while flu and RSV activity is increasing across much of
the country and COVID-19 activity remains at a moderate level.

4,603 measles cases have been reported nationally in 2026, including an increase of 572
cases between Oct. 2 and Oct. 16.
On Oct. 20, the CDC recognized a third measles death this year, though that number remains
below the six total measles-associated deaths (five confirmed and one under review) reported
in Pennsylvania.
As of Oct. 14, flu infections were growing or likely growing in 46 states, and seasonal flu activity
is low but increasing across the country.

Week 40 (ending Oct. 10) was the first official week of the 2026-2027 U.S. influenza and
respiratory disease surveillance season, with 4,024 flu hospitalizations.
The first pediatric flu death of the season was reported in Colorado on Oct. 16, and an
adult flu death was reported on Oct. 19 in Washington state.

As of Oct. 14, COVID-19 infections are growing or likely growing in 11 states. National COVID-
19 activity is currently moderate, with overall acute respiratory illness remaining very low. 
RSV infections are growing or likely growing in 36 states, and national RSV activity is low but
increasing as of Oct. 16.

A new study finds evidence for a rare complication of measles that can
develop years after a full recovery.

A study published in the CDC’s Emerging Infectious Diseases found that measles can cause
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE), a rare and nearly always fatal brain disease that
can develop years after initial measles infection, even after a full recovery.

The authors emphasize the importance of maintaining high two-dose measles
vaccination coverage to ensure this delayed complication does not occur. 

 
If you no longer wish to receive the "AMGA Immunizations Brief," please unsubscribe here.
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https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants?autologincheck=redirected
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/ivac/resources/us-measles-tracker
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-cdc-confirms-third-measles-related-deaths-2026-2026-10-20/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/pennsylvania-raises-alarm-congenital-measles
https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html?tab=0
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2026-week-40.html#:~:text=Safety%20Network%20(NHSN)-,Hospital%20Respiratory%20Data,-Hospitals%20report%20to
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-confirms-first-child-flu-death-health-experts-vaccines/
https://srhd.org/news/spokane-county-reports-first-flu-related-death-of-season
https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html?tab=0
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html?tab=0
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/11/26-1395_article
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