
September 4, 2026
“AMGA Immunizations Brief”—brought to you by the Rise to Immunize® (RIZE) campaign—delivers
vaccine news and updates relevant to healthcare leaders. This brief provides concise, actionable
information to help you stay informed and guide patient care in an evolving immunization landscape.

Check out our AMGA Immunizations Hub for critical immunization resources.

For a more in-depth weekly report, sign up for the Vaccine Intelligence Report from RIZE campaign
partner Vaccinate Your Family.

 

At a Glance
Updated COVID-19 and flu vaccines are available for the fall respiratory season.
Leading medical societies have released updated respiratory immunization recommendations
following the release of comprehensive new evidence reviews.
New research adds to evidence on the benefits of HPV vaccination for men and boys.
New studies link recombinant shingles and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination to lower risk of
adverse cardiovascular outcomes.
GSK advances seasonal mRNA flu vaccine to Phase III.

 

Detailed Brief
Updated COVID-19 and flu vaccines are available for the fall respiratory
season.

Following the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA’s) approval of updated COVID-19 vaccines
on Aug. 27, manufacturers Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech, and Novavax-Sanofi have begun
distributing COVID-19 vaccines to pharmacies and facilities nationwide. Additionally, updated
influenza vaccines are becoming available. 

Notably, this respiratory season will provide real-world data on the performance of
Moderna’s mFlusiva, the first FDA-approved mRNA flu vaccine, which was approved in
early August for adults 50 and older.

On Sept. 1, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued interim clinical
considerations for the 2026-2027 season, stating that because of ongoing legal uncertainties,
the seasonal flu vaccination recommendations included in the July 2025 immunization
schedule remain in effect.

The CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) typically votes
annually on recommendations for updated COVID-19 vaccines, but has not yet issued
updated recommendations for this respiratory season.
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https://www.amga.org/rise-to-immunize/resources/immunizations-hub
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5wk9CqxAmrI810AmUZf6uEDpJX?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5XPyCrkgnvh8rVKLUzh8u46J-L?domain=vaccinateyourfamily.org/
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/vaccines-licensed-use-united-states
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/mflusiva
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/hcp/vax-summary/seasonal-influenza-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/hcp/vax-summary/seasonal-influenza-vaccines.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/adult-non-flu-vaccines/will-flu-covid-19-vaccines-be-available-fall


The lack of a federal recommendation could affect how COVID-19 vaccines are offered
in some states, especially where pharmacists’ authority to administer vaccines is tied to
CDC recommendations or other federal guidance.
Major insurers have broadly pledged to continue covering COVID-19 vaccines without
cost-sharing through 2027, and Medicare and Medicaid are expected to cover them.

Leading medical societies have released updated respiratory
immunization recommendations following the release of comprehensive
new evidence reviews.

Leading medical societies released updated respiratory immunization recommendations on
Sept. 2, while the Vaccine Integrity Project (VIP) published updated evidence reviews
supporting COVID-19, influenza, and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) immunization ahead of
the 2026–2027 respiratory virus season.
VIP’s systematic reviews—which were conducted in collaboration with the American Medical
Association (AMA)—found that COVID-19, flu, and RSV immunizations continue to reduce
severe outcomes across populations and maintain reassuring safety profiles.
In alignment with these evidence reviews, major medical societies issued population-specific
respiratory immunization guidance.

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP): children (0-18 years)
American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP): adults (19+ years) and healthcare
personnel*
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG): pregnant individuals
Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA): immunocompromised individuals

*IDSA also supported development of guidance for healthcare personnel.
AMA also published consolidated respiratory immunization recommendations, aligned with
evidence and guidance across the medical societies and VIP.

New research adds to evidence on the benefits of HPV vaccination for
men and boys.

Recently published research adds to the growing body of evidence on the benefits of HPV
vaccination for men and boys.

In a study published in The Journal of Infectious Diseases, gay and bisexual men
between ages 16-26 who received the HPV vaccine before age 23 were 60% less likely
to experience anal HPV infections caused by the strains covered in the vaccine.
A study published in The Lancet found that HPV vaccination in Japan prevented 92% of
persistent anal and genital HPV infections with the most common strains of HPV and
73% caused by less common strains, with a topline efficacy estimate of 79%.
Additionally, a review of 21 studies published from 2007 to 2024 found that HPV
vaccination significantly lowers the risk of penile HPV infections and oral HPV infections.

New studies link recombinant shingles and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccination to lower risk of adverse cardiovascular outcomes.

New research published in Nature Medicine found that the recombinant shingles vaccine is
linked to significantly lower risk of heart attack and stroke compared to the live attenuated
vaccine.

Researchers used the health records of approximately 73,000 people to compare the
incidence of cardiovascular events, including heart attack and stroke, between those
who received the live attenuated shingles vaccine, Zostavax, and the newer standard
recombinant Shingrix vaccine.
Vaccination with Shingrix was associated with an overall 9% decrease in cardiovascular
burden over seven years. The association was significant for ischemic heart disease,
heart failure, ischemic stroke in males, and atrial fibrillation.

Separately, a retrospective cohort study of more than 4 million people aged 16-25 found that
vaccination with the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine was associated with a lower risk of
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https://www.ahip.org/news/press-releases/ahip-statement-on-vaccine-coverage
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage/covid-19-vaccine
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/?srsltid=AfmBOopSUpaWDkjMWfsztDVOPwqKOexCG8BUrFIfAckdWof0G3ChgP6C
https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/respiratory-virus-vaccines
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/09/acog-releases-2026-27-respiratory-virus-season-immunization-recommendations
https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/Seasonal-RTI-Vaccinations-in-Immunocompromised-Patients/
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/jid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/infdis/jiag426/8770697
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(26)00291-4/abstract
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/42604649/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-026-04606-0
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264410X26008108


myocarditis, pericarditis, and death.
While myocarditis is rare after both COVID-19 vaccination and infection, recorded
incidences of myocarditis are more frequent after infection in an unvaccinated individual
than after vaccination.

GSK advances seasonal mRNA flu vaccine to Phase III.

On Sept. 1, GSK announced plans to advance its mRNA seasonal flu vaccine candidate to
phase III following positive phase II data.
The trial is expected to begin this month. If it is successful and the product is approved, this
would be the second mRNA flu vaccine available on the market, following the recent approval
of Moderna’s product.

 
If you no longer wish to receive the "AMGA Immunizations Brief," please unsubscribe here.
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https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/gsk-to-advance-mrna-seasonal-flu-vaccine-candidate-to-phase-iii-following-positive-phase-ii-data/
https://ww1.magnetmail.net/design/INSERT_UNSUBSCRIBEKEYWORD_000

